
P1: Need finding 

 

Zhaoyu Cai 3033157311 

Yang Ding 3033157779 

Jing Hong 3033157714 

Hai Zhang 3033158039 

 

Event Summaries: 

 

MENA Salon Sketch 

Hai and Yang went to the MENA Salon in Stephens hall last Friday. The salon was in the form of 

panel, where the coordinator assigns reading before each meeting and coordinates discussion 

in terms of weekly issues. Some of the participants are Cal students, but most are seniors / 

millennial students who live around Berkeley. The discussion topics last Friday included the 

controversy on John Yoo, the identity of UC Berkeley as a campus and the hate speech that 

occurred recently.  

We interviewed three of the participants, intentionally sampled to consist of different ethnicity 

and age groups. Our interview questions were: 

● What motivated you to come all the way to Berkeley weekly to attend this panel? 

● What are you trying to get out of the salon? 

● What’s your take on the hate messages that occurred on campus? How does that relate to 

your perspective on free speech as a whole? 



 

We learned that all of them came to the meeting weekly because they found it insightful and 

they value free speech very much. Furthermore, they wanted to see how others’ experience 

aligns with their own and to meet people outside of their bubble. They believe that if one want 

to eliminate hate, s/he must first hear others speak about hate and understand their point of 

view. We found it intriguing that they actually enjoy debates with people of strong opposite 

beliefs from themselves, and do not want strong messages to disappear, because that’s how 

one learns to questions oneself and come to a better realization of social matters.  

 

 

 

 

Panel Discussion Sketch 

Jing and Zhaoyu went to the panel discussion of White Supremacy, Gender and Speech in the 

Wake of Charlottesville, which responded to recent events in Charlottesville, VA. There were 

four speakers discussing the white supremacy roles in US history and its current effects, as well 

as gender construction and its intersection with race, and engaging the discourse on free 

speech in the end. 

We interviewed three of the participants from different race and gender, and our questions 

included: 

● Will you read some articles about gender and race in your daily life?  

● If so, where do you get this kind of information? 

● Do you think you can get more information which you cannot access online by attending 

this panel discussion? 

● Is this because you can get comments and opinions from peers and researchers? 

 



We learned that all of them came to the meeting because they found that this was a precious 

opportunity to discuss these topics with others and get deeper insights from researchers in this 

field. Besides, they were interested in the logics behind different opinions, and excited to make 

friends at similar meetings held by Center for Race and Gender. From their perspectives, this 

panel discussion provided more researches and evidence concerning gender and race than 

those articles on the internet. We found it fascinating that they have a eager to get validate 

information from authorities and discuss it with people who hold different views to consolidate 

their facts and logic. 
 

POV for the MENA Salon: 

● We met several people, ranging from our peer to seniors, outside UC Berkeley coming to 

MENA Salon for opinions different from theirs. 

● We were amazed to realize that these people actually enjoy reaching out of their bubbles 

and critiquing opinions that are different than their own. 

● We think it would be game changing to provide them with a more convenient and efficient 

way to meet and converse with people from the other sides. 

  

HMW for the MENA Salon: 

1. How might we provide people an easy way to meet and exchange diverse opinions 

without the overhead of looking for and coming to a specific event? 

2. How might we connect people to the right group online, so that they get the most out of 

the discussion with each other? 

 
POV for White Supremacy, Gender and Speech in the Wake of Charlottesville: 
 
● We met several students from UC Berkeley who were interested in recent events in 

Charlottesville, or gender and race, coming to this panel discussion.  

● We were amazed to realize that they found it necessary to exchange different opinions 

among people, especially those from different races and genders. 

● It would be game-changing to encourage free speech which supports critical and engaged 

research on race, gender and their intersections. 
 
HMW for White Supremacy, Gender and Speech in the Wake of Charlottesville: 
 

1. How Might We let students directly communicate with those authorities? 



2. How Might We provide a platform for people to share their opinions about speech, 

gender and race? 

 


